T-Time Productions Presents

Independence High School
February, 28th—March 3rd, 2013
“As we let our own light shine, we unconsciously
give other people permission to do the same”
-Marianne Williamson.
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SYNOPSIS
Tracy Turnblad, a large girl with big hair and a kind heart, has only
one passion--to dance. She wins a spot on the local TV dance program, "The Corny Collins Show" and is quickly transformed into a
teen celebrity. She then successfully sets out to vanquish the program's reigning princess, win the heart of the super handsome Link
Larkin, and racially integrate the television show.
Setting:
Baltimore, Maryland- 1962
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES
ACT I
Prologue: Streets of Baltimore
“Good Morning Baltimore”..................................................................................................... .Tracy & Company
Scene 1: TV Station WZZT & Turnblad Home
“The Nicest Kids In Town”............................................................................Corny Collins & Council Members
Scene 2: At the Vanities
“Mama, I'm A Big Girl Now”....................................................Edna & Tracy, Velma & Amber, Penny & Prudy
Scene 3: TV Station WZZT
“I Can Hear The Bells”.............................................................................................. Tracy & Council Members
“(The Legend Of) Miss Baltimore Crabs...................................................................Velma & Council Members
Scene 4: Detention
Scene 5: Patterson Park High School Gymnasium
“The Madison”.........................................................................................................................Corny & Company
Scene 6: WZZT & Turnblad Home
“The Nicest Kids In Town” (Reprise)........................................................................Corny & Council Me mbers
“It Takes Two”........................................................................................ Link, Tracy, & Male Co uncil Members
Scene 7: Turnblad Home & Streets of Baltimore
“Welcome To The 60's”...............................................................................Tracy, Edna, Dynamites & Company
Scene 8: Patterson Park Playground
“Run and Tell That”........................................................................................Seaweed, Little Inez, & Company
Scene 9: Motormouth Maybelle's Record Shop
“Run and Tell That”..........................................................................................Seaweed, Little Inez & Company
“Big, Blonde & Beautiful”..........................................................Motormouth, Little Inez, Tracy, Edna, Wilbur & Company
ACT II
Scene 1: Baltimore Women's House of Detention
“The Big Dollhouse”.......................................................................................................... ........................Women
“Good Morning Baltimore” (Reprise)........................................................................................... ...............Tracy
Scene 2: The Har-De-Har Hut
“Timeless To Me”............................................................................................................. .............Wilbur & Edna
Scene 3: Tracy's Jail Cell & Penny's Bedroom
“Without Love”................................................

........................................................Link, Tracy, Seaweed, Penny
& Company

Scene 4: Motormouth Maybelle's Record Shop
“I Know Where I've Been”............................................................................................Motormout h & Company
Scene 5: The Baltimore Eventorium
“(It's) Hairspray”........................................................................................................Cor ny & Council Members
“Cooties”...................................................................................................................A mber & Council Members
“You Can't Stop The Beat”.....................................................................................Tracy, Link, Penny, Seaweed, Edna,
Wilbur, Motormouth & Company
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CAST
Tracy Turnblad……………………………...Allie Spengler
Edna Turnblad………………………………Nyle Pierson
Link Larkin………………………………….Jason Thompson
Corny Collins…………………………………Derek DiDomenico
Penny Pingleton……………………………Deanna Cunningham
Seaweed J. Stubbs………………………….Joseph Kudratt
Motormouth Maybelle…………………..Quincie Sprawling
Velma Von Tussle………………………….Honor Leahy
Amber Von Tussle…………………………Madi Mayfield
Little Inez……………………………………Lauren Mitchell
Prudy Pingleton…………………………..Ashley VanMatre
Wilbur Turnblad………………………….Landon Meldrum
Flasher/ Mr. Pinkie……………………...Adam Perez
Gym Teacher……………………………….Lydia Lay
Harriman F. Spritzer/………………….Colton Bailey
Principal/ Newscaster
Bum/Officer/ Guard……………………..Preston Crisco
Women’s House Matron………………..Emily Gabhart
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Male Council Members
Stephen Murray, Andrew Maguire, Connor Shoemake, Jordan
Barnard

Female Council Members
Mo Kirkpatrick, Kendall Reasons, Ali Techentin, Kenzie Barnett

Detention/ Motormouth Kids
LaDarius Lee, Chris Collier, David Caples, Celeste Sizemore, Steffi
Maboloc, Victoria Yarbrough

Councilett Mothers
Lydia Lay, Madison Farren, Emily Gabhart, Rachel Westbrooks

Dynamites
Sylvia Von Dollen, Karina Cleveland, Hannah Swinford, Alysa Torino

Lead Dancers
Megan Brown, Maggie Mezera, Julianna LeRoy, Connor Shoemake,
Adam Perez, Lindsey Haynie

Ensemble
Sophi Falcone, Jacob Hunnicutt, Katelyn Archibald, Madison
Moeller, Mykah Farren, Madi Gambill, Josiah
Mezera, Max Hanson, Laurel Clark
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CREW
(PAY SOME ATTENTION TO THE BOYS AND GIRLS BEHIND THE CURTAIN)

Stage Manager
*Cameron Luna
Student Director
*Ashley VanMatre
Assistant Stage Manager
Alyshia Wigant
Backstage Crew
Colby LaCapra, Hayley Lucente, Colyn Hamm
Props
Hannah Peterson, Alex Geselle, Rachael Stadler
Lights/ Sound
*Zeke Grim, Adam Perez, Andres Ramirez, Jeff Kyle
Costumes/ Make-Up
*Allie Bosarge, *Caity Bosarge, *Sunshine Ponton, Alexa Haselden, Emma
Lucente, *Katelyn Archibald
House Crew
Rachel Overstreet, Dani Basso, Kayleigh Luna, Oni Warner, Caroline
Gladden, Danae Radcliffe, Raquel Kimball
Set Building
Hayley Lucente, Oni Warner, Ocean Goins
* senior crew members
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Directing Staff
MaryLee Atenhan received her Bachelor’s of Music Ed. From the Universiry of NE, and her Master’s of Curriculum and Instruction from Doane College. Mrs. Atenhan is in her third year at Independence High School,
Nashville, TN as a Vocal Teacher where she began the Declaration Singers Show Choir. In their first two
years of existence they won Two Grand Championship and Two Sweepstake Championships at the Music
Festival’s Atlanta site, outscoring 52 other choirs with a score of a 99.5% from every judge. She performed
at the historic Ryman Auditorium and Grand Ole Opry with her Show Choir and the “Nashville Glee for Angel
Tree” organization, The Country Music Hall of Fame with Restless Heart artist, Jimmy Wayne, and recently
recorded an original composition entitled “Fly” with jazz singer, Debbie Cunningham, to be released on
iTunes. Most importantly, MaryLee is the wife of Kevin, and the proud mother of two children and a son &
daughter in-law; Ashley & Ryan Hedden, Ryan & Sarah Atenhan. Sarah is also working as a choreographer
for Declaration Singers and dances professionally in the Chicago Dance Crash Theater.

Chris Cooper is currently the director of bands at Independence High School. Mr. Cooper has been at Independence since it opened in 2004. Mr. Cooper’s has conducted numerous musicals and opera’s at the collegiate, community, professional, and high school level over the past 15 years. Prior to arriving at Independence, Mr. Cooper was a Doctoral assistant at the University of Georgia where he conducted the Wind Ensemble, Concert Band, and served with the Redcoat Marching Band. Mr. Cooper was the Assistant Director
of Bands at Vanderbilt University from 1995 until 2002 where directed the community band, jazz band,
marching band and served as the advisor and founder for the Pi Delta Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha. Additionally,
Mr. Cooper was a performing fellow at the Aspen Summer Music institute. Mr. Cooper’s professional affiliations include Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, Tau Beta Sigma, Kappa Kappa Psi, National Band Association, Middle
Tennessee Band and Orchestra Association, Conductor’s Guild, and numerous performance organizations.
Mr. Cooper is happy to be involved with this year’s production of Hairspray.
This is Lindsey Kirkendall's 4th year choreographing for T-Time Productions and she is so glad to have
experienced another great year of musical drama! She has been singing, dancing and acting for nearly 15
years and loves every minute she gets to share with the theatre students at IHS. She especially would like
to thank Megan Brown and Madi Mayfield for their tremendous help assisting with the choreography (truly
could NOT have done it without you guys!). In addition to writing for CCM Magazine, Lindsey and her husband own and operate a music production and artist development company, PopGun Entertainment, in
Nashville; and they are expecting their second little boy this June.

Patricia Wakefield is in her 9th season as a music director and keyboard musician with IHS theatre, having made her debut with the theater program’s inaugural musical production of Anything Goes (2005). She
also music directed Spring Hill Arts Center’s productions of Fiddler on the Roof and Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat. Patricia holds a Bachelor of Music degree from Samford University in Birmingham,
Alabama and a Master of Church Music degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Ft.
Worth, Texas. She served on the music ministry staff of churches in Alabama, Texas, and Arkansas, and as
Music Associate for Missouri Baptist Convention. Patricia has provided keyboard accompaniment for operas,
recitals, and choral groups at various universities. As a freelance writer and editor for Lifeway Christian Resources, she has written articles and curriculum for children’s choirs and church accompanists and devotional material for students. Patricia is married to Mike Wakefield and is a private piano teacher, substitute
teacher for Williamson County Schools, and a student ministry volunteer. She is the mother of two children,
Hannah, who is in graduate school at Washington University, and Joshua Wakefield, who is a Freshman at
Union University. Patricia is grateful to work with such talented students and staff in this year’s production.
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Meet Your Crew
Cameron Luna (Stage Manager) is a senior at Independence. She has been actively involved
all four years in T-Time Productions since her first musical- The Wizard of Oz- where she
was on props crew. Since then Cameron has worked crew for Sabrina Fair, Beauty and the
Beast, and Father of the Bride. She has stage managed past shows: Bye Bye Birdie, You
Can’t Take It With You, The Crucible (her favorite play), The Grinch, and now her final production, Hairspray! Cameron would like to thank Mrs. TW for all of the opportunities over
the past four years, Deanna, Mo, Derek, Honor, and Jason for being the greatest best friends
in the world, Ashley for being an amazing student director, her parents for all the support,
and God for blessing her with being a part of something magical, T-Time Productions. Enjoy the show!

A huge thank you to all of our awesome crew members! Your hard
work and dedication helps make the show a success!
Special thanks to our senior crew leaders:
Allie and Caity Bosarge, Zeke Grim and Cameron Luna.
You will be dearly missed!
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AUTOGRAPHS
(Meet the cast and crew after the show)

* Don’t forget about YAY Camp July 15-19! E-mail yaycamp@gmail.com for more information!
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GOOD LUCK TO….
Ashley VanMatre

CONGRATS FROM
THE RUTLEDGES.
WE LOVE YOU!

WAY TO GO! YOU ARE SO

U TOTALLY ROCK!
Congratulations! – Lexi, Chase,
Anna, Deanna, Brianna

AMAZING IN EVERY WAY. WE
ARE PROUD OF YOU.
–Mom and Dad

Madi Gambill
Have fun tonight! We are so proud of you and your commitment to the show. We can’t wait to see you fly!
Love, Dad, Mom, and Julia

Madison Moeller
You're the coolest little sister in the world
and you're gonna rock it on stage! Break a
leg, superstar!
Love, Ryan, Jordan, Austin and Morgan

You are a joy to watch onstage and we could not be
more proud of you. Break a leg and have fun!! Love you!
Love, Mom and Dad

Allie Spengler, Deanna Cunningham, Mo Kirkpatrick and Lauren Mitchell
Ladies – it’s such a great joy to see each of you sharing your special talents, expressing yourselves and having fun at the same
time! It’s been my pleasure to work with you over the years and to get to know you and your families. Congratulations on a
job well done and best wishes for the future – whether you are here or off to college. The world is your stage. Love, Ms. Annette

LaDarius Lee
I am so proud of you! Love you more than you ever know… Mom

Joseph Kudratt
Good luck in all your endeavors and the Lord be with you.—Love, Ruth, Daniel, and Mom.

Jason Thompson
I'm sure we're all in for another unforgettable performance from you, Ms. T. and the entire theater
cast & crew as has come to be expected! For this performance and all the memorable moments
you've given us along the way we say thank you & well done - you give our hearts lots to smile
about!
Congratulations! Love, Christie, Jackie, Mom & Dad
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Emily Gabhart

You are an amazing young lady. We love watching you shine on stage. – Doug and Lauren Hanson
Allie Spengler
Congratulations on your big role!
You are going to be fabulous!
- Carson and Brook Dorminy

Good luck to my beloved sister! Love,
Fluffy (and the favorite child :) )

Good luck! I am so proud of
you. Love always, Dad

Break a leg! We are very proud of
you. – Mimi and Jim Batson

We are excited to be in TN to see
you perform. We know you will be

I’m such a proud voice teacher! I think back on
the BRT production of “Annie Get Your Gun” that
we performed. You have grown so much in skill
and maturity. All your hard work is paying off
and this is only the beginning. Brava!
- Love you, Mrs. Annette
Break a leg, Allie Cat! I wish I could
be there to see you. You will be
awesome! – Lara Manrique

awesome! Love, Grampie and Zach
CONGRATULATIONS on landing your first
lead role! We are extremely proud of you!!
-Aunt Deanna, Uncle Kevin, Brylee and Addison

You have worked so hard
as Tracy and I know you
are ready to shine.
I LOVE YOU! - Mom

Congratulations and best wishes! We are so excited to see you
– From your friends in the Franklin Girls Scout Troop 1755

Emma Lucente
You have grown into such a wonderful young lady and we couldn’t be prouder of you! Looking forward to your senior
year! CYT :) Love – Mom, Dad and Cameron

Julianne LeRoy
Good Luck to our talented dancer. We love you!!
Mom, Louis, Chelsea, Daniel, Granny, Mike, Rhonda, David, Kelsey, Mony, Kenny, Patti, Ken, John, Ben, and Bunny!!

Max Hanson
We hope that you have a blast being a part of this production. We love you and are so excited to see you up there
on stage.
-Mom and Dad

Hayley Lucente
We couldn’t be prouder of you! Looking forward to everything you will do in the future!
Love – Mom, Dad and Cameron
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Mo Kirkpatrick
Love you and knock ‘em
dead! - Mac
Good luck! Although
you don’t need any
luck to be amazing!
Love you! – Alanna

BREAK A LEG!!!

The last 4 years went
by like a flash but we
enjoyed each and
every show. We are so
proud of you. Break a
leg and sing your
heart out.
-Love, Mom and Dad

Wish we could see you in the show! We know you’ll
do great! Have fun!
- Grammie and Papa Kirk
Good Luck and have fun----Roll Tide !
– Brian and Olivia
ps. Proud of you ‘Sista”!

You're the best!! We love you.
- Mema and Papa Bewley

Love you, Aunt Dorothy

You are an amazing singer! University of Alabama, School of Music is
very lucky to get you next year! Enjoy College! – Sheryl Miltenberger

Leave it all on the stage! We are so
proud of you!!
Love, Uncle Matt, Aunt Ann and
Bethany

So proud of you! Break a leg!! And enjoy the rest of your amazing Senior year…next stop, University of Alabama! Love
Uncle Jim & Aunt Julie
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Andrew Maguire
Good Luck! You are one of our most treasured blessings in this life! Love - Dad and Momma
Connor Shoemake
Wishing you the best in this
performance! Break a leg! We are so proud
of you!!!! Love, Mom, Dad and Bubba

Stephen Murray
We are so proud of your leadership and the
You are the most awesome, bestest, incredible brother
ever! Good luck on your show!
- Amanda (hugga bugga)

way you use the talents God has given you.
Have an awesome time as one of the Corny
Collins kids! Mom, Dad, Matthew and
Amanda

Madi Mayfield
Good luck! We are proud of you! Mom and Braden
Adam Perez
Break a leg! Jill and Christina

Yo bro good luck!

Good luck!
- Love Mom and Dad

Nyle Pierson
.
Remember, this is not the end, but
the beginning of another new and
wonderful journey. Break a leg! - Love, Aunt Robin and Uncle Terry

We couldn't be any prouder of you, Z-Nyle. Your
talent, your kindness, and your sense of humor will
take you far. You're a GOOD man, and a Grand
Son!! Lots of love, Karen and Dennis
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I am so proud of how far you've
come. Good luck with your last
play. As bittersweet as it is,
cherish every second of it. I love
you Bubs, break a heel!
– Jessica

Chris Collier
we are so proud of you! Your hard working, dedication, and willingness to "try something new"
is an inspiration to us all. In all you do, remember to always put God first and the rest will line
up. We love you so much!
Love,
Dad, Mom, Zay, and Yana

Derek DiDomenico
It's hard to believe that this is
See what “Fred” has done for your persona. We
your last show. I am so incredibly
remember when you were younger and “acted” like you
proud of the man you have become. I
were a soccer player, a baseball player and a football
look forward to seeing you fulfill
player. We remember when you “acted” like you were
the plans God has for you. Shine
dancing. Three years ago you could not spell “star” and
now “you is one”. After all these years and all of the
brightly for Him. Love you, Ninny
above we love you and are so very proud of you. God
Great senior year!! Good luck! We are
has blessed you. Good luck.
-Love, Mimi and Granddaddy
always being you in everything you do.
Love ya, Nanny and Papa

Good luck on the Hairspray show! You are very
talented and I know that you will be brilliant in
the show!!
Love you, Aunt Brandi

Break a Leg!!
-Love, Ginger & Kendall and Kate & Nathan

Wow! Only 1 year ago we were watching in awe as you walked off the football field and took the
stage the first time and now we are watching you in your final production. God has blown us away
with the gifts he has given you. We're so glad we've gotten to share this journey with you and so
proud of you; we can't wait to see what He does next! Enjoy your final show; we love you!
- Love, Mom, Dad, Russ and Caleb

Kenzie Barnett
We are so proud of our "Big, Blonde and Beautiful" girl and "It Takes Two of Us" to say that
you have "Come So Far" and you hang with "The Nicest Kids in Town". We know you like to say
that "Mama, I'm a Big Girl Now", but we love to think that you think all the boys still have
"Cooties"! We can't wait, so leave the nerves backstage, and bring out the "Hairspray"! We love
you!!
Katelyn Archibald
We are so proud of you and have truly enjoyed watching you
perform over the years. Break a leg in your final high school
production.
We Love you!
Dad, Mom and Chad
We hope you do well in the show.
Love, Susan, Chris, Caroline and Juliet
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Deanna Cunningham
Wish we were there! We love
you!
- Aunt Donna and Uncle Paul

Congratulations, we're proud of
you. We know you'll be
successful in whatever you do.
Love, Frank, Jennifer and Olivia

Who would have thought a “Penny”
would be worth so much. Break a
leg. I am very proud of you.
Love, Jeremy -the Bald Cousin

Your cousins in Lancaster, PA
love you and are very proud of
you.
- Sofia, Raquel, Paloma and Lili.

So…we’ve seen our little munchkin become a major singer, go dancing
with the dishes, become a hairdresser, an old woman, A DIRECTOR,
and even a mother. I guess this daughter role should fit, huh? Keep

I mustache you, why are you a

acting and directing, I’ll miss you next year - Love you, Drake

senior?!?!?!? Break a leg!
Love you sweetie! - Danielle

We are so proud of the young woman you have become and the hard work and
dedication you always give at 110% to all that you do. Good luck and reach for the stars!
We love you! - Grandma and Grandpa

Who knew that the little 5 year old girl who “directed” the family in the Christmas story would grow up to
be so lovely inside and out! You have been a blessing to your family and a rock for your friends and we
couldn’t be prouder of you Deanna! It’s your final high school musical and we are a little sad but mostly
excited about what lies ahead for you as you start your flight into adulthood! We Love you!!! - Mom and Dad

YOU’RE A SHINING STAR! YOU
GO GIRL! WE LOVE YOU!
- Aunt Lynn and Uncle Shawn

You’re beautiful and we love
you!!! Aunt Kelly, Uncle Brad,
Kara and Josh

Te queremos mucho y estamos muy
orgullosos de ti. !Felicidades!
- Con amor, Ramón y Nikki.

Good Luck in your Musical. You will be a Shining Star... wish I could be there! Love You, Uncle Joey

Lindsay Haynie
Good luck! I know you
are going to be great! I
love you and miss you!
- Claire

Good luck! I hope you do good.
Don’t mess up :) ! Love, Noah

We love you! Have so much fun up there
on stage! Love, Mom and Dad
Congratulations! We love you!
Papa and Granny
Good luck! You are going to be spectacular!
Congratulations! We love you! Love, Maggie

We are so excited for you and
proud of you!!! We know you
will have an awesome weekend.
Enjoy every minute!! We know
you will shine! We love you
very much! -Uncle Bill and
Aunt Terri

We are so proud of you …
have fun!!! Love - Uncle
Mark, Aunt Catherine, Isla
and Chase

Good luck and dance your
heart out! I love you so much!
- Lauren

Good Luck!
Love, MeMe and Dadada
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Megan Brown
You are a bright shining star!!
Good luck Megan, we love you
very much!!
Aunt Pat and Uncle Denny

Martha Graham said, "Great
dancers are not great because of
their technique, they are great
because of their passion." Show
Good luck! We are so proud of you! As they the world your greatness through
say break a leg! Love, Aunt Mary and Uncle your passion and they will see
Dan
what we see every day, the
wonderful young woman you are
Congratulations on your
and are becoming. We love you so
final performance! Break a
much and celebrate with you the
leg! Aunt Beth and Uncle
end of four wonderful years in
Jack
musical theater! To us, you are
the light on the stage!
Dear Megstone, good luck with
- Love, Mom and Dad
your last show. I'm sure you'll do
amazing! I'm so proud of you and
all that you've accomplished over
these last four years! Wish I could
be there! Love, Drew

We are so proud of
you and all your hard
work! You are an
amazing young woman
and we are proud to
be your parents!

Break a leg! We love you
cupcake!
- Mommom and Poppy

Good Luck Megan! We are so proud of you! Have a great
show!! Love, Uncle John, Aunt Jenny, Erika and Michelle
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Meet Your Cast
Allie Spengler (Tracy Turnblad) is beyond excited to be a part of one of her all-time favorite
musicals. She was most recently seen on the IHS stage as Mary Warren in The Crucible.
Other roles include Chip (Beauty and the Beast) and Nancy (Bye Bye Birdie). Allie has also
been in several main stage shows at The Boiler Room Theatre. Favorites include Billy
Bobwena (Billy Bob’s Holiday Hoedown) and Jessie Oakley (Annie Get Your Gun). Allie
would like to thank Mrs. A and Mrs. Wakefield, voice teacher Annette de la Torre for being
an amazing mentor, her parents for being uber supportive, Mrs. TW for giving her this incredible
opportunity, and most of all to God. Now sit back, relax, and enjoy this “afrotastic” show!
Derek DiDomenico (Corny Collins) Hey there everyone! Don’t change that channel. You’re
just in time for Hairspray at IHS brought to you by T-Time Productions. Derek DiDomenico
has been involved in the theatre program for almost two years now. You may have seen him
as Conrad Birdie in Bye Bye Birdie or as Francis Nurse in The Crucible, or even as Whobris
in The Grinch, and a few others. He’d like to thank his family, friends, and Mrs. TW for their
support and their trust in him with the last minute changes. God bless! Enjoy the show! Don’t
forget “The only thing better than Hairspray, that’s me.”

Nyle Pierson (Edna Turnblad) is a Senior at Independence, and has made notable
appearances in many IHS productions such as Mr. MacAfee in Bye Bye Birdie, Maurice in
Beauty and the Beast, and more recently, Reverend Parris in The Crucible and Mayor
Augustus Maywho in The Grinch. This being his (yes, "his") Senior year, and final year of
acting on stage at IHS, Nyle Pierson is so grateful that he's been able to share such fond
memories with the people in the Theatre Dept. over the past few years. He'd like to thank his
Momma, for without her patience and pushing, he wouldn't be where he is today, and he most
certainly wouldn't have been able to play a great Mom unless he had the best Mom in the world. Enjoy the
show!
Deanna Cunningham (Penny Pingleton) is a senior at IHS and super excited to be performing
in Hairspray as her final production on the Independence stage. Deanna has previously been
seen as Betty Lou Who in The Grinch, Rebecca Nurse in The Crucible, Truvy Jones in Steel
Magnolias, Alice in Bye Bye Birdie, a bridesmaid in Father of the Bride, a villager/ plate in
Beauty and the Beast, and a munchkin/ozian in The Wizard of Oz. She has been in various
one-acts and even student directed You Can’t Take It With You. She would like to thank Mrs.
TW for all these opportunities to shine, Brian Williams, Mr. Dr. Coach A, her parents, and brother for all
their encouragement and love over the years. Also, she thanks Cameron Luna, Kendall Reasons, Joseph
Carter, and God for all the love they have shown her. Now Deanna invites you to sit back, relax, and
remember not to go to jail without your mother’s permission!
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Honor Leahy (Velma Von Tussle) a senior, is so excited/ proud to be in her 8th T-Time
Production. Being a part of troupe #7038, with all of its fantastic productions and wild
thespians, has been an experience that she will never forget! Honor was previously seen on
the IHS stage in Beauty and the Beast, By Bye Birdie, You Can’t Take It With You, and The
Crucible. She would like to thank the cast, the crew, the drama llamas, Taylor Sokoll, and
Mrs. Wakefield. She would like to especially thank Mrs. BTW for being the greatest teacher,
director, and mentor that she could ever ask for! She hopes you enjoy the show and the CRABS!
Madi Mayfield (Amber Von Tussle) is a junior here at IHS and this is her 5th main stage
production. She is very grateful for the endless support from her parents, friends, and Mrs.
TW. She looks forward to one more great year with this program. A special shout out to the
cast and crew of this show! Enjoy the show!

Jason Thompson (Link Larkin) is happy to be finishing off his senior year with Hairspray!
Jason has been involved in multiple shows such as The Wizard of Oz (Coroner/ Winkie),
Sabrina Fair (Boy), Beauty and the Beast (Villager/ Fork), Father of the Bride (Mover),
Bye Bye Birdie (Hugo Peabody), You Can’t Take It With You (Mr. Kirby), The Crucible
(Reverend John Hale), and The Grinch (Lou Lou Who). Jason is incredibly grateful to be
part of such an amazing show and program. Jason would like to thank Mrs. TW for the
chance to play Link, his friends and family for their constant support, Cameron Luna for being the greatest
best friend ever, and God for blessing him with such a wonderful group of people. He hopes you all enjoy
the show.
Joseph Kudratt (Seaweed J. Stubbs) is a senior here at Independence High School. In this
rendition of Hairspray, Joseph plays the smooth and funky Seaweed J. Stubbs. This will be
Joseph’s second main stage play. He has also played the roles of Narrator Two for The
Grinch and was a member of the Indy Night Live and Homecoming Skits. Joseph would like
to thank friends and family for supporting his endeavors throughout his time in the thespian
club. He would like to thank instructors Mrs. A and Mrs. Wakefield for all their help with
the music and for getting him to where he is now. Most importantly, Joseph would like to thank the Lord
Jesus Christ for blessing him with those wonderful talents and opportunities and he desires to use them for
the Lord’s glory.
Lauren Mitchell (Little Inez) is happy to be in her third T-Time Production. She was also
cast in the chaotic comedy You Can’t Take It With You as Rheba, The Grinch as La-a
WhoDat, and now her most exciting role in the inspiring musical, Hairspray, as Little Inez.
She has thoroughly enjoyed her time spent with such amazing people and was quoted
saying, “This was the most fun I’ve had in centuries!” She wants to thank her amazing
friends for coming to watch her perform. Her best friend and cast mate, Honor Leahy, for
bringing her into the thespian world and Mrs. Williams for recognizing the talent inside and for her
guidance and direction in this unforgettable experience. She would like to thank her parents for making her
and their support (financial and otherwise) and Jesus Christ her Lord and Savior!
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Quincie Sprawling (Motormouth Maybelle) is a junior at Independence High School and is
ecstatic about being part of Hairspray! This is Quincie’s first time being a part of a T-Time
Production. She has loved every second of her portraying her character. Quincie would like
to thank Mrs. TW for this incredible opportunity, Taylor for all his help, Cameron Luna for
working with her as the stage manager, her wonderful parents, friends and family for
supporting her to follower her dreams, and God for giving her the blessings she’s had.
Quincie hopes you all enjoy the show!
Landon Meldrum (Wilbur Turnblad) is very excited to be in his fifth main stage production
at IHS. He would like to thank his parents and peers for supporting him. He would also like
to send a special thanks to his troupe, especially Honor, Taylor, his parents, and Mrs. TW for
helping him get elected as president of the 2013-2014 Tennessee State Executive Board. He
hopes you all will enjoy the show and he thanks you for reading his bio. HI RACHEL!
Ashley VanMatre (Student Director/ Prudy Pingleton) is so ecstatic to be a part of this
inspiring production! This is the 10th and final production that Ashley has been involved in
with T-Time Productions. You may have seen her in The Wizard of Oz (Munchkin/Ozian),
Beauty and the Beast (Plate/Villager/Mob), Bye Bye Birdie (Fangirl), or The Crucible (Mercy
Lewis). Ashley has also done backstage work, including publicity crew (Sabrina Fair,
Father of the Bride, You Can't Take It With You), understudying (Steel Magnolias) and
student-directing (The Grinch). Needless to say, theatre has been a huge part of her life
throughout high school, and she is feeling bittersweet that her last musical has finally come. Ashley would
like to thank Cameron Luna for the memorable car rides, and Laura Pettit and Zack Derksen for their
support throughout this process. "You guys are the best!" She would also like to thank her family for
giving her a love for the arts, Mrs. TW for giving her this awesome opportunity, and God for blessing her
with her talents and an amazing group of students to work with. Ashley couldn't ask for anything more,
and is incredibly grateful for these people who have made her senior year so special. Thanks again! Now
she asks you to sit back, relax, and enjoy the show... Welcome to the Sixties!
Adam Perez (Flasher/ Mr. Pinky/ Lead Dancer) is a junior here at Independence and is thrilled
to be a part of Hairspray! Adam has worked in lights and sounds since freshmen year. Adam
also performed in last year’s one acts and as Giles Corey in IHS’s The Crucible. He would
like to thank his parents and the whole theatre department for being the best there is!

Lydia Lay (Gym Teacher/ Councilett Mother) is a senior here at IHS and is immensely
honored to be a part of her third and final musical on the IPAC stage. Over her high school
career she has been in multiple productions and wouldn’t change the memories she has made
for anything! From Beauty and the Beast, to Bye Bye Birdie, and all the other shows inbetween, every hour spent with her theatre troupe has been a blessing, whether she knew it at
the time or not! She would like to thank Mrs. TW for always supporting and encouraging her
and giving her the opportunity to perform! So please sit back and enjoy the show and don’t let the big hair
block your view!
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Colton Bailey (Harriman F. Spritzer/ Principal/ Newscaster) is a seventeen year-old senior at
Independence. This is his third main stage production and he is very glad to be a part of the
theatre program. He joined theatre as a junior and has previously been in Bye Bye Birdie
(Chorus), Fantastic Mr. Fox (Boggis), Homecoming skits (Mermaid Man), and The Grinch
(Mr. Farfinkle). Colton has loved every moment of putting on these incredible productions.
He would like to thank his family for always supporting him in everything he does. Also, he
would like to thank God for all of the gifts and opportunities he has given him.
Preston Crisco (Bum/ Officer/ Guard) is a senior at Independence High School and is excited
and proud to play a role in this year's production of Hairspray! Preston has been involved in
theater all four years of high school, casted for a role in each year's One Act Festival
performances every year. He also took Theatre I as a sophomore, which remains a
memorable experience for him and the friends he gained through that class. Preston thanks
Mrs. TW, his family, and his dear friends. He hopes you enjoy the show as much as he did!
Emily Gabhart (Women’s House Matron/ Councilett Mother) is excited to be a part of one
her favorite shows, Hairspray. She has done three musicals including Bye Bye Birdie,
Thoroughly Modern Millie, and Les Mis. She also has done three plays; Spoiler Alert, The
Crucible, and The Grinch. She would like to thank her parents for supporting her and she
wants to thank her good friends Allie, Rachel, and Madi for just being awesome. She also
wants to thank her best friend Kelsey for always being there for her. Lastly, she thanks Mrs.
TW for being a bomb-diggity teacher! So everyone look out for the Matron and remember that you can’t
stop the beat!
Stephen Murray (Council Member Fender) is a senior in the theatre program and has been
looking forward to Hairspray all year. His first play at Independence was the Christmas show
of The Grinch, but he has participated in shows such as The Wizard of Oz and Godspell at his
previous school. He looks forwards to participating in many other performances past high
school.
Andrew Maguire (Council Member IQ) is a freshman here at Independence. He is already
been blessed with two amazing roles in T-Time Productions! In Hairspray, he plays Council
Member IQ on the Corny Collin’s Show. He has also been in the production of The Grinch
as Max the Dog. He would like to thank Mrs. TW for this awesome opportunity, Mrs. A and
Mrs. Wakefield for their outstanding contribution, his parents and brother who took the time
to come and pick him up from rehearsals, and God for blessing his life with talents and
giving him the chance to pursue them. He hopes you enjoy the show!
Jordan Barnard (Council Member Sketch) is an 18 year old senior at Independence High School
and is excited about being in Hairspray for his senior musical. He is thankful for all the times
he’s been able to perform on this stage in musicals with a fantastic cast, crew and of course, Mrs.
TW. He would like to thank all the family and friends that have helped him become who he is
today, and would especially like to thank his amazing girlfriend,Alli Smith, for all of her love
and support He hopes you enjoy the show! Remember we’ve come far, but still have far to go.
:)
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Mo Kirkpatrick (Council Member Tammy) is a senior at Independence and this is her 13th
show with T-Time Productions. She has been a part of every show since freshman year. She
has been a munchkin/ ozian in The Wizard of Oz, a plate/ old lady/ villager in Beauty and the
Beast, a bridesmaid in Father of the Bride, storekeeper of Toys R’ Who in The Grinch, Satan
in Don’t Fear the Reaper, Girl in Check, Please, and Ursula Merkle in Bye Bye Birdie. For
all other shows, Mo was either on House or backstage crew. Even though this is her last high
school musical, she’s excited to end her year with a bang. She would like to thank her plate-sister, Deanna
Cunningham, 1/3 of the Three Musketeers, Jason Thompson, and Cameron Luna for truly making these
past four years memorable. She would also like to thank Mrs. BTW for all the opportunities she has given
her over the years and her family for always giving her love and support she needed with any
accomplishment or let down. Here’s something for all of you: “Because I knew you, I have been changed
for good.” Now, audience members, sit back, relax, and get ready to do the Peyton Place After Midnight!
P.S. To Patricia Kirkpatrick, “Momma, I’m a big girl now!”
Kendall Reasons (Council Member Lou Ann) is a senior here at IHS. She is so pumped to
perform in her final high school performance! With 12 shows such as Bye Bye Birdie
(Margie), Steel Magnolias (Shelby), The Crucible (Abigail Williams), Beauty and the Beast
(Silly Girl), and now Hairspray under her belt, she is ready for the exciting world of college
theatre (hopefully a major in Theatre Education). Throughout the last four years, theatre has
become less of a hobby and more of a lifestyle. Being in theatre has taught her so much about
being part of a team, working hard, and most of all, how to be herself. She would like to thank her parents
for their love and support, Brian Billy Bob Williams for his awesome encouragement, her fellow seniors
for sticking together through this wonderful and stressful journey, and Mrs. BT-Dubs for being an amazing
mentor and director. She would also like to thank Mr. Dr. Coach A for being the bestest Government
teacher in the whole wide world and sharing a costume in her very first high school show Wizard of Oz.
Now it's time to stop reading the bios and watch the show because you will not find a more rockin'
experience anywhere but here on the Independence High School Stage.
Ali Techentin (Council Member Shelly) is a sophomore at IHS and is thrilled to be a part of
Hairspray. Ali was also in The Grinch this past semester as a Who. Ali is excited to be a part
of another T-Time Production! She would like to thank Mrs. TW for this opportunity, her
friends and family for supporting her, and God for His many blessings. Enjoy the show!

Kenzie Barnett (Council Member Brenda) is a freshman at Independence High, and feels
blessed to be a part of Hairspray. Kenzie has been seen in over 15 theatre productions
including Beauty and the Beast (Silly Girl) and in Willy Wonka Jr. (Violet). You may have
also seen her in The Crucible (Betty) and The Grinch (Who). Hairspray is one of Kenzie’s
absolute favorite musicals, and she is having so much fun performing in it. Kenzie would like
to thank Mrs. TW for everything that she does, her parents and family for keeping up with
her hectic schedule, J. Kelley for helping her through the years, and God for granting her with her passion
for theatre. Kenzie hopes that you take a break for a while to watch T-Time’s Hairspray. She welcomes
you to the 60’s.
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LaDarius Lee (Gilbert) is a junior at IHS and extremely happy and excited to be a part of
Hairspray! LaDarius has always wanted to be in a T-Time Production since his freshman
year. He has loved every moment of the time with the cast, crew, and production! LaDarius
would like to thank Mrs. TW for this outstanding opportunity, Cameron Luna and Ashley
VanMatre for all their hard work as stage manager and student director, Madi Mayfield and
Megan Brown for their hard work on choreography, Miss Lindsey for all her amazing
choreography moves, and thanks to all the cast members who are talented and amazing! LaDarius is just a
young kid with big dreams that you will never forget.
Christopher Collier (Dwayne) is a freshman at IHS and is excited to be part of Hairspray this
year. This is Chris’ first time participating in T-Time Productions. He is thankful to be given
the opportunity to be in this show.

David Caples (Motormouth Kid) is a 17 year old senior and this is his first theatre
production, he is super excited to be in Hairspray, it's absolutely swellular! He would like to
thank Mrs. BTW for casting him, and his grandma for driving him to all the practices. It's
been fun, he hopes you have fun too!

Celeste Sizemore (Lorraine) is a sophomore at Independence High School. This is her first
time taking part in a T-Time production. She is ecstatic to have an opportunity like this. She
hopes to continue on with future musicals to come. Celeste appreciates all the support she has
received from her parents, teachers, and fellow peers.

Steffi Maboloc (Cindy Watkins) is a junior at IHS and is absolutely thrilled to be a part of
Hairspray! This is Steffi’s first time taking a part in T-Time Productions, and she is very
excited to be a part of the cast! She has loved making new friends and has been having a blast
with everyone. Steffi would like to thank Mrs. TW for this awesome opportunity, Mrs. A and
Mrs. Wakefield for their helpful advice, and her friends and family for their encouragement
and support. Steffi hopes you all enjoy the show!
Victoria Yarbrough (Motormouth Kid) is a sophomore at Independence High School. She is
so happy that she got a part in Hairspray and is getting to be a part of it! This is Victoria’s
first time in T-Time Productions. She has loved every second of portraying her character.
Victoria would like to thank Mrs. TW for this incredible opportunity, Taylor for all of his
help, Cameron Luna for working with her as the stage manager, her wonderful parents,
friends, and family for supporting her in following her dreams, and God for giving her all the
blessings she’s had. Victoria hopes you all enjoy the show!
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Madison Farren (Councilett Mother) is a senior at Independence, and could not be more
excited to be in the production. She would like to thank all of her glamorous drama friends for
encouraging her to try something new, and working hard to make it great. It’s been a bittersweet experience at IHS and in this program, and she wouldn’t sacrifice it for the world.

Rachel Westbrooks (Councilett Mother) is a junior at Independence. She is quite excited to
be in another T-Time Production as a councilett mother. Before Hairspray, she was in
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Peter Pan, Tom Sawyer, Beauty and the
Beast, Bye Bye Birdie, Music Man, and The Grinch. She would like to thank God first and
foremost for providing her with the ability to perform. She would also like to thank her
family and friends for supporting her.
Sylvia Von Dollen (Dynamite) is a freshman at Independence High School. She got her start
in her middle school production of Annie (Servant). She would like to thank her parents for
supporting her. She would like to also thank her best friend Kenzie for being there for her
through this process, and Mrs. TW for giving her this opportunity to be a part of this
production as a freshman. Most importantly, she would like to thank God for blessing her
with her talent. She hopes you enjoy she show!
Karina Cleveland (Dynamite) a sophomore at Independence High School, is happy to be a
part of this year’s spring musical. Karina plays one of the amazing dynamites. She has also
been a part of Bye Bye Birdie and played Cindy Lou Who in The Grinch. Karina is a singer/
songwriter who hopes to pursue a career in music. She would like to thank God, her family,
and her friends for all of their support. She would also like to thank Mrs. TW for being an
awesome director!
Hannah Swinford (Dynamite) is absolutely thrilled to be in Hairspray! Hannah enjoys
playing guitar, singing, and visiting Nicaragua on mission trips. This is her very first
production to try out and has had fun learning new things. She would like to thank her
parents for always motivating her to achieve her goals, her brothers, Ian and Austin, for
giving her several reasons to smile, and last but CERTAINLY not least, God for giving her
this awesome opportunity.
Alysa Torino (Dynamite) is a freshman at IHS and has been part of the wonderful theater
productions since the very beginning. She played Tituba in The Crucible, a Who in The
Grinch and was a part of Indy Night Live. She is so excited to be taking part of her very first
musical. She would like to thank Mrs. TW for the opportunity, Luna for being her theater big
sissy, as well as Kendall, Honor, Laurel and Deanna for being great role models and huge
inspirations. She would also like to thank her parents for being so supportive.
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Megan Brown (Student Choreographer/ Lead Dancer) is a senior and is very excited to be a
part of her last show on the IHS stage. You may have seen her in Beauty and the Beast (Lead
Dancer), Bye Bye Birdie (Lead Dancer), or- most recently- The Crucible (Accuser). She has
loved her time in the theatre program and is sad to leave but cannot wait to see what her
future has in store for her. Megan would like to thank Mrs. BTW for supporting her. She
would also like to thank God for giving her the talent to dance, her family, and her theatre
family for being there for her. She hopes you all enjoy the show!
Maggie Mezera (Lead Dancer) is a senior at Independence and is proud to be a part of her
first high school production, Hairspray. She has been dancing since she was eight years old
and is classically trained in ballet, jazz, and modern. She has participated as a ballerina in
Sleeping Beauty, La Fille Mal Garde, and The Nutcracker. She is grateful and excited to be a
part of this production, which is a brand new genre of theatrical performing for her.
Julianna LeRoy (Lead Dancer) is a freshman at IHS and is very excited to be a part of
Hairspray! This is her first year being a part of T-Time Productions. She would like to thank
Mrs. TW for giving her this opportunity, her sister for all the support and encouragement,
and God for the experiences she has had in acting. Julianna hopes your experience at this
production is fantastic!
Connor Shoemake (Lead Dancer) is a sophomore here at Independence High School. He is
super excited to be a part of this production. This is his first time preforming for T-Time
Productions. He would like to thank his parents for their support and love. He would also
like to thank Mrs. TW for giving him a part in this production. Thanks for reading, now
WATCH THE SHOW!!!
Lindsay Haynie (Lead Dancer) is a junior at Independence High School and couldn’t be
happier to be a part of the show, Hairspray! This is her first time in a T-Time Production
and she is excited to get to work with such an amazing cast and crew. She would like to
thank her friends and family for all of their support, Mrs. A and Mrs. Wakefield for all of
their hard work, Megan Brown for making her laugh backstage, Lindsey for all her amazing
choreography, and of course Mrs. BTW for the amazing opportunity! She hopes you enjoy
the show!
Sophi Falcone (Ensemble) is living the Freshie Life up by being in her first musical with TTime Productions. Her previous experience with T-Time includes being a Who in The
Grinch. She would like to thank and her parents and Mrs. BTW for this amazing
opportunity!
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Jacob Hunnicutt (Ensemble) a freshman at Independence, sings bass in the ensemble in
Hairspray. His past experience in TW productions is brief but full of fun since he played the
part of a Who in The Grinch. He is thankful that God blessed him with the love for the arts
and with the chance to partake in them.

Katelyn Archibald (Ensemble) is a senior at Independence High School. Katelyn has always
loved theatre, both on stage and behind the scenes. Just moving here from Oklahoma, this is
her second appearance on the IHS stage; however, this is nowhere near her second time on
stage. She was Nikki in John Bishop’s The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940. She has been
in many, many more. She is sad to have spent such a short amount of time with such amazing
people. She has made lifelong friends that she will never forget. She would like to thank all
of her new friends for giving her the confidence and courage it takes to do what she loves, especially
Brilynn and Allison, it wouldn’t be the same without them! Also her Lord and Savior; Jesus Christ! She
hopes you enjoy the show!
Madison Moeller (Ensemble) is a freshman at IHS and is grateful to be able to wrap up her
first year by being a part of Hairspray. Madison went from being an accuser in The Crucible
to a Who in The Grinch, and now she is blessed to be a part of the ensemble in this
production. She would like to thank her family for everything they have done to support her
in whatever she attempts; and she would like to thank Mrs. TW for making this year a year to
remember. Madison is excited for the years to come and hopes to remain a part of the theatre
department in any way she can. She hopes you will have a great time and enjoy the show!
Mykah Farren (Ensemble/ Pinky’s Girl) is a freshman who is so excited to be a part of
Hairspray, her first musical. She’d like to thank her friends and family for encouragement
and she hopes you enjoy the show.

Laurel Clark (Pinky’s Girl/ Ensemble) is a senior at IHS, and is excited to be closing her high
school career with such an amazing show as Hairspray! She wants to say thank you to her
mom for being flexible and supportive with this whole thing and a HUGE thank you to Mrs.
A for helping her further her musical talent over the past three years and being so supportive
and encouraging! She has loved every minute of it and couldn’t ask for a better cast.

Madi Gambill (Pinky’s Girl/ Ensemble) is a freshman at IHS and is super pumped to be
involved in Hairspray as a Pinky’s Girl and in Ensemble. This is her first musical as a part of
T-Time Productions and she can’t wait to do many more! Madi would like to thank her
parents for bringing her cookies during practice and her little sister for listening to Hairspray
music constantly with her. She would like to thank her best friend, Mykah for her support and
for being loving and beautiful as always. She hopes you love the show!
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Josiah Mezera (Ensemble) is a sophomore at IHS and proud to be a part of Hairspray. This is
Josiah’s first year in T-Time Productions, but it will definitely not be his last. He would like
to thank Mrs. TW for giving him this chance to perform for the first time and his sister
(Maggie) for encouraging him during his audition.

Max Hanson (Ensemble) is a freshman at IHS and very excited to be in his 3rd show with TTime Productions. He is very grateful to Mrs. TW for allowing him to take part in the
production. He is also thankful for the support he has received from his family and fellow
classmates.

2012-2013 International Thespian Society Executive Board—Troupe #7038
Presidents - Deanna Cunningham and Honor Leahy
Company Manager - Cameron Luna
Treasurer - Landon Meldrum
Secretary - Allie Spengler
Senior Representatives - Megan Brown and Mo Kirkpatrick
Junior Representatives - Madi Mayfield and Adam Perez
Sophomore Representatives - Alex Geselle and Megan Roberts
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Special Thanks
to those we couldn’t do without
“I can no other answer make , but thanks and thanks.”
-William Shakespeare
Lindsey Kirkendall, Tricia Wakefield, MaryLee Atenhan and Chris Cooper – you are
the best group of people anyone could ever work with. Thank you for your dedication
to this program and to these kids – you help make this show incredible.
The Orchestra for bringing the show to life!
Our parent board, the Drama Llamas, for being awesome and helping our program
reach success!
The IHS administration for the continuous support
Christy Sullivan, Cindy Todd & Kim Montrose for your assistance and patience
Taylor Sokoll for your collaboration and assistance in making this program successful
Justin Alexander for the endless ideas & dedication to our theatre troupe
Laura Kim for assisting in auditions, rehearsals and being a great sounding board!
The WCS theatre teachers for being so willing to share costumes, props, mics and
support! (especially to Salty, Annie, Kelly)
Performance Studios for your help in making us look good in every show!
Street Tuxedo for making us look fancy!
Smacksound for allowing us to be heard with all of our new mics and for helping
without hesitation!
PapaJohns, Publix, Kroger and O’Charleys for help with dinners
Our advertisers and patron circle members for supporting our program
The parents, the parents, the parents … you are immensely appreciated for all you’ve
done to help this production … To the parents who went all around town to get every
last item for this show! And the parents who came in on Saturdays to work on the
set! And, then those of you who joined on Sundays, too! Thanks to the moms who
helped with costumes and making creations with my love of difficult material! And
to the parents who made delicious dinners and snacks for our long nights! For keeping track of ticket sales and adding glitter everywhere! Thank you for supporting your
children and this art that we so love!
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Debbie & Derek
Cunningham
Joy & Dave Lucente
Robin & John Wigant
Kristine Gregoire-Cope

Debbie Headden
Denise & Tim Thompson
Diane Oliver
Lisa Good

Laura Kim

Brant Chesser
Charmaine Briggs
Taylor Sokoll

Thank you to our Patron Circle Members for your generous donations.
If you would like to join our Patron Circle, please e-mail rebeccat@wcs.edu
The People’s Choice: $25-49

The Golden Globes: $50-99
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The Emmy: $100-149

The Tony: $150 & above
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Notes from the Director
Seven years ago, before I ever imagined my life would end up just south of Nashville, I took a group of
students to see Hairspray in Chicago. I fell in love with it. I’d seen the movie years before but there was
something about this musical … it encapsulated everything I thought musicals should be about: super
cheesy (yet solid!) acting, unforgettable tunes, spectacular dance numbers, big hair, great costumes and
an extraordinary message.
With its 44 award nominations and eight Tony Awards (including Best Musical of 2002), how could
you go wrong? I can’t recall at what point I knew this was “THE” show for this year but, the moment I
did, I just knew it would be perfect for this group.
I’m thrilled to have been the one to help pull it all together—nearly a simple task given a directing staff
that cannot be matched, a dedicated crew, a talented cast and a community of support. The process is
always crazy but it’s always worth it in the end. I am so proud of my students for working towards this
goal. The success is theirs.
The show is so incredibly appealing and we hope that you, our audience, feel it, too. It’s about a big
girl with big dreams who gets to see them come true. And, it’s about people fighting for integration
and doing what it takes to become equals, regardless of color or size or anything else that keeps them
separate. Though some of the specific elements fit the times of the show’s setting, it transcends time as
well. We all have big dreams, we all want to be accepted.
The show is entertaining, just as entertainment should be. But, we hope our performance has also
shared its beautiful message, too. These kiddos have worked hard—through sickness and snow days,
late nights and early mornings, tight harmonies and big set pieces. All driven towards sharing not only
their talents and abilities, but a message for each and every one of us.
The ending of this production is especially bittersweet. When the final curtain closes, it will be the end
to an era. Four years ago, T-Time Productions began when this group of seniors were just freshmen.
Many of them have been with us for nearly every production and others have joined along the way!
They’ve given so much to this program over the years and it will be difficult to see them go; but we are
all excited for what awaits them in (or on!) their next stage!
Our freshmen, sophomores and juniors now (and the 8th graders who are on their way) will undoubtedly continue in the tradition of excellence—it’s simply who they are with the talents they have. I
can’t wait to see what the future brings for this program. No matter what, I hope that my students
continue to be dream chasers and always feel like they are accepted just as they are—with all of their
special gifts, quirks, hearts and souls.
Now, onto the streets of Baltimore where history is made … enjoy the show.
—Rebecca T Williams, director
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